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Hioted in my laſt, how the Severities 
of our preſent Treating of Debtors, 
was one way of Forcing Men _ 
Deſperate Praftices, and not Leading but 
Driving Men into Temptation, apd thus 
yan" may _— ord of _ _ 
Canon, y " 1 4 . Ys 
Extremity hy nave ny Prudent 
part therefore of a Mild and juſt Govern- 
ment, is Aways Govern'd by this knowa 
Maxim, to make no body Deſper ate. 

I am of the Opinion, that we have ge- 
nerally Miftakea Notions in the World a- 
bout Honeſty, agd thoſe that have never 
bad occafion to try their Integrity, arc too 
apt to Cenſure thoſe that have, I believe 
there are-Occafions, in which the Neceflit 
3s too hard, even for Humane Nature it (elf, 
thu" back'd with Reaſon, and Fortify'd with 


Religion 3 how elſe have we known Men 
driven to the Neceſfity of Eating one ano- 
ther, and very Solemnly ſay Grace, or Crave 
a Bleſhng _ Repaſt ? Were 
the H Man in the World, broughc 
to the Neceſſity of $S » be would not 
only Borrow when he not Pay, but 
Steal or do an _ | 

Yoncre an Hens Man, you ſay! Pray, 
Sir, was you ever Try'd ? Have you ſeen 


your felf, Wife, and Dear meady 
to Periſh for Food, and having your 
bours Loaf in your Cupboard: ar bis Ooes 


in your . Hends, for 'tis all one, refus'd to 
touch it, and let them btarve rather than 
Taft it, becauſe it was none of your own? 
I rell you, Sir, you would not Eat your Neigh- 
bours Bread only, but your Neighbour him- 
ſelf, rather tban Starve, and your 


wou 


( 119 ) 


would all Sbipwrack ia the Storm of Ne- 
cefity Agar was a Wiſe Man, 
when he Prays, give me not Poverty, I:ft 
I Steal; to m= the Words very plainly Im- 

ly, Lord ! keep me from Poverty, for 7 
ſoap certainly b: a Thief ; and 1 firmly be- 
lieve, there never was a Man ſo Honeſt, 
but would Stexl, before he would Srzrve, 
and if; he did not, it was want of Op- 
portunity. 

But this is by thz by, I ſhall! Treat this 
more at large in another Place z it only 
ſerves here, to Illuftrate the preſent Ar- 
gymeats , Laws to Treat Inſolvent i radeſ- 
men, in the"Mannerourg@o, are (|, - 7: 
dation of apr General 
thece is" Mercy ſho | 
Courſe makes him De 4 iis 
Mouth with too many Arguments, to En- 
courage him to the D-frauding of his 
Creditors, even in his own Rational and ne- 
ceſſary Defence. 

Nor: are their too Plauſible Pretences 
calie to be. Anſwer'd, ,-iz. That ſeff-Pre- 
ſcruation is the firſt Law, that theyarere- 
duc'd ro that Neceſiltty byozues,thathave 
Cheated them, and not by their own Er- 
rorsz and if the Laws and Creditgts are ſo 
Uomecitul, their Anger, like that of Fa- 
cob's Sons, is Enrf-e, becauſe it is fierce, 
214 their Wrath b:cauſe it is Cruzl; It is 
Unju#;- and becomes a Vintencs 
ought to revft. That Nature Diflates to 
them, they o':ght ww keep themſelves out 
of Gaol; to thei they add R-2fon and Scrip- 
ture, Thit what is unavoidable, as their 
Diſaſter his Hevn, cannot be Crimioal ; 
Th:t they ar? UNn'11pny b1t not \Infair $ That 
if the Creditor v<fules the nemoſt a Dzbror 
can do, the Debtor Diſcharges the Ho- 
net Man, a11 the Crefdiror becomes the 
Criminal; thit th=- Crime of a Debfror 
cannat be T.iteem'd Felony, and therefore 
ought not fo be Punith'd with Death, ei- 
pecially with tae moſt Cruel and intolera- 
ble Torments, fuch as Starving, Hanger, 
anſatorahi Coll a14 Languithing , 
Irretrievable Prifon $ the the Honeft Deb- 
for is a Man of Misforte nc, 19r Crime, and 
to ſuch, Compalhon ſhw11 be ſh:wn not 
Craelty ; he ſhou'd b- Piry'd not Punith'd ; 
7-7, the Scripture is Exprels'd againſt fuch 


they 


B:rbarcu: Treatment, and prompts Men 
to Commilerate i2tic Fellow Creatur:s in 
ſac: Calez; that 2 Mid 5" ght rs; o be 
Stary'd ia the writ Caſes; and -.x Fraiity 
of Humane Natuct oght t oc % kr oa- 
fider d, thai even ths Tort, ric as driven 
to be 9, tor macer Impocceauts Hunger, 
ſhou'd not be Puni'h' 4 ; whereia the Scrip- 
tace, tho' it does not juſtitie che Theft, re- 
quires M1en to contider, that were they 
driven ts uz like Extremities, Nature has 
the ſame Inficmities in 2!), and would Suc- 
camband yield under the too ſtrong Tem- 
prarion of Irecliltable Famine ; Again, they 
h2ve the Scripture to Picad in the Article 


. o: D-br; hz who his becn forgiven, oc 
bf that expects it, by bis Heavenly: Father, 


the vair P5r ot Ten Thouſand Talents, 
it <iiues aid Offences, ſhould conſider 
that Bounty, when hs takes his Neigh- 
baur by the Tarcat, with a Peay me that 
tEzu Omeſt, for the I citing Treſpaſs "of a 
ew Peace 3 Common Circymitauces are al- 
ſy 40 he Commiſerated 7; it the Debtor he 
ab! —__—_— to Pay, the Cruelty fs 
E y Horaidden <4n* Stripture ; Phy 
ſhould'ſt thou rake 64 2:4 from under bim? 
'Tiz a ftrong Negative ; oy ſb:uld you be 
ſo Bxrbwous ? The Man has nothing to Pay, 
gothing- brit his Bed, on wi;ich be ſhould 
ret irt ifis Alflit'on, His Bed | You would 
not d2 fi:th a Brute, to take away that 
trom vim, Way (hou'd you be fo Iahu- 
maue ? Tpou ſn4ls not 3'ke ka Bed from un- 
der bim. 
Thele Arguirgs have too muck Reaſon 
in them tp be refifted, eſpecially when a 
Man has the prevailing Cries cf'a Di- 
fireG'd Family, and Innocent Children, to 
' prompt him to thiþk of his Caſe, and pre- 
ſerve loinething for them, to keep them 
from the laſt Extremities of Miſery. 
And all this would be preyented by a 
little Leniry, a little Chriftian Compaſhon 
in Men or Governments towards ſuch Deb- 
£5 ogJy, wha heing reduc'd to #be Ne- 
refÞry of Breaking, would be juſt co. the 
vf1d if they might, and Hbacfſily deliver 
' vp their Effefts, ifthey were not Lien to 
the Neceflity of being Knavyes-by Qoreaſo- 
nible Terrors, 
MiSCEL- 
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M1ISCELLANEA 


Nnumerable are the Hardſhips and Di- 

 Freflfes, that thiz Milerable Nation is 
full ct, on the Account of the Att of Far- 
liznent , for Perpetual Tmpriſonment of 
D-btors ; but Icft the Picſent Age ſhould 
queſtion the Severity, and Poſterity ſhould 
think it2 Romance, I caunot but think an 
3....MCce or two very afeful in this Caſe ; 
and the following I cake from a Letter, left 
at the Trintss cf this Paper, by one uf the 
OX crs of the Priſon at Newgerte. 

Town 1 know not the Perſun, but as 
Vouchers riay Fe had ſo near, and the 
Name <f :t2e Man is ſet at length, any 
Man irav ;.9 there tu be ſatisfyd 3 the Let- 
ter is 25 tU;iOWS» 


\) | R, : Feb. 199 1706, 
] Cannot but crave lexve t9 _—_ you with 

the C1ſe of a Gemleman 1c in Newgate, 
which rity me both in it's Narare ah 
Circumſtances ſo wery bard, that nothing e 
ſo:w the barbarons Eff-3s of whas you 
prop.rly call the murtberous Warrant AT, 
more, and of which therefore you may make 
whr uſe, on occafion, you rhint fit; The Caſe 
thus ; 

one Alexander Carleton, 4 Gentleman by 
Birth and Education, marrying ite Wilow of 
one B, Maſter Smith to . bis 1214 Majvjty X; 
William, who owing 4 great Dealof Movey, 
as be had « great D:al du? to him on the 
civil Lift unpaid to his Hour, bis Credits 
fall furiouſly ow Mr. Carleton, and fu;ng bim 
10 Execution without Mercy, not on!y jeiq 4 
and ſold all bis Honſbold Goods at an under 
Kate to bis greas Derriment, but extended 
bis real Eſtate, whereof 1b:y are ſtill in 
aFuzl Pofſ:fſion. Mr. Carleton rus bagarde 1 
and ſtrips of all for bis Wives Debrs, 1s ſued 
in bis Perſon upon a Bond of 240 |. penalty, 
gruen by the ſaid B. in bis Life time, tas 
Gemleman under Officer, belonging then t0 
the Pay-maſter General's Office, tho" together 


with ir be bad given an Aſſignment on 449 1. 
due ro the... . .. and generilly payable in 
thas office, as, further Secw ay 1 fo menr 
was 0914*?'d againſt Carleton in this ſuit by 
the Cows of Common-Pless at Weftminfter, 
upon"which be brings bis Wriz of Error «s 
well for other reaſons, as in bopes 10 gain 
time 10 recover whas . was due to the ſaid B. 
and py bis jult Debts fairly and honeſtly out 
of it ; and being oblig'd 10 put in Bail 10 «- 
Lide by mbatever * any be done on the ſaid 
Wris of Error, be put in on? David Darnel, 
at the. ſame time, giving Darnel « Boud of 
500 |; to ſave bim barmleſs in the Matter ; 
ſome time after this, Darnel bimſelf was 14- 
ken up for bis own Debts, and came off by 
the A# of Inſolvent Debtors z Cacleton's 
Hardſbips and Misforgumes coming ſo thick 
ard jo faſt upon bim, and baving no 
0 ſaid B in bu Hands, and af 

s own being gone, as is before ſer forth, 
was unable to © bis ſaid Wris of Error, 
or ſue for any Relief in Equity from ſuch 
Preſſures ; upon which tbe Fulgment given 
in the Common Pleas, againſt bim, was Afire 
med, and thereupon & Scire facias ſued ons 
againſt the ſaid Daraelbis Bil, ro ſhew Cauſe 
why the Debt ſhould nos be pid; ro which 


Scire facias, Darnel appeared by bis Atsorny, 


ani taking Copy thereof, goes 10 the Genile- 
man t» whom the Debs was and is ftill duc, 
a4 ſh:w'b him bis Duplicate, upon which the 
Genilem in nevcr trouble4 bim more in the 
manuer : Since that the [ail Darnel gets bim- 
felf taken up and liſted in ber* Majeſties 
Foot Guards, 45 4 Vagabond purſuant 20 the 
Vigaboud Ad, an1 is there at this time in 
Colonel Vincent's Company 5, Carleton 10 diſ- 
charge all bis Biils, ſurrenders binſelf 10 
th: Qe-1's-Bench, where the ſaid Darnel 
charges bim with 4 Declaration m Debs for 
500 |. oy the ſaid Band given 4s Counter 
Security, 3bo* 1bc ſaid Carleton never bad 


any oiker Dealing with bim, -nor ever ow - 
bins - 


